Perceptions of nurse preceptors of students and new graduates with learning difficulties and their willingness to precept them in clinical practice (Part 2).
The aim of this study was to describe the perceptions of nurse preceptors of nursing students and new graduate nurses with learning disabilities in clinical settings. Learning disabilities pose potential challenges in nursing education, especially in clinical settings when working with preceptors. Preceptors (N = 166) who attended a state-wide preceptor workshop responded to an electronic survey that assessed their perceptions. Four concepts were explored: preceptor perceived level of preparedness; preceptor perceived confidence in implementation of their role; preceptor beliefs regarding the potential of learners with learning disabilities; and preceptor agreement with provision of accommodations for learners with learning disabilities. Preceptors felt unprepared and lacked confidence in their ability to implement their role as preceptor for those with learning disabilities. Those who had exposure to learning disabilities reported feeling more prepared, however they had expectations for the learner to work hard, have strategies and accommodations in place, ask for help when needed, and take responsibility for their learning. Preceptors reported they are willing to precept nurses with learning disabilities, and they expect support for those with learning disabilities. Educational modules and support to increase preceptor preparedness and confidence should be incorporated into preceptor training.